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BRONISLAWA ELEONORA (NEE PYTLASINKA) STANISŁAWSKA
born 11 April 1900  in Warsaw, POLAND
died 27 March 2000, Mississauga, Canada
Mrs. Stanislawska was born in Warsaw to a family where (voluntary) work for others was considered all important.  Bronislawa’s father, Wincenty Pytlasinski, was very socially-minded and was involved in many municipal institutions working on behalf of the City of Warsaw.  He was also a very active member of the children’s welfare society.  Bronislawa’s elder brothers were active in independence organizations.
In 1920 Bronislawa answered the call to fight for the nation’s defence and, as a volunteer nurse, found herself on the front lines at Radzymin.  After the war she was awarded the medal, “Poland’s Defender”.
In Krakow, in October 1922 she married Leonard Stanislawski, a participant of WWI and the Polish-Russian War.

With the outbreak of WWII the Stanislawski family became separated.  During the occupation Bronislawa worked and took care of her sons.  The boys continued their studies secretly at the Stanislaw Batory High School.  They dreamed of working in the Underground for Poland.  In November 1941 her sons, Wojciech (21-07-1924) and Witold (9-11-1925), were arrested and then transferred to the German concentration camp at Auschwitz.  Both died there in 1942.

Bronislawa spent 4 years at the German camp at Ravensbruck.  After her liberation she was taken to Sweden.  There she got the news of the death of her closest family members. She lost two sons murdered by the Germans at the Auschwitz concentration camp, her husband who had died and was buried in Palestine, her elder brother Wladyslaw Pytlasinski who was murdered at the Dachau concentration camp, her younger brother Eugeniusz who perished during the Warsaw Rising, her mother who died in a German camp in Wroclaw, and her husband’s mother who died in August 1944 under the ruins of Warsaw.  
In 1949 Bronislawa came to Canada.  Canadian Polonia came to know her as a self-sacrificing worker in many Polish organizations and a warm-hearted and kindly Person.  She bequeathed monies to be administered by the Canadian Polish Millennium Fund, monies which are dedicated to the memory of her two sons, Wojtek and Witek.

Bronislawa spent her last years at the Wawel Villa Senior’s Residence in Mississauga.  
She died on 27 March 2000 just two weeks shy of the planned celebration of her 100th birthday.  
